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 Activity Calendar
Wed.  April 18 Club Meeting - 7:00 PM.  (Fremont activity Center,

                 3375 Country Dr., Fremont)

Wed.  May 2  Board Meeting 6:30 PM (Fremont activity Center,
                 3375 Country Dr., Fremont)

Wed.  May 2    Fly Tying Night   7:30 PM (Fremont activity Center, 
3375 Country Dr., Fremont)

Sat.     May 12   Club Breakfast 9:00 AM at Denny’s in Hayward on 
Whipple

Wed.  May 16  Club Meeting - 7:00 PM. (Fremont activity Center,
                 3375 Country Dr., Fremont)
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Mission Peak 
Mainstream 
Mainstream is the monthly 
newsletter of Mission Peak Fly 
Anglers, PO Box 7263, 
Fremont, CA. 94537.  
Opinions expressed in 
articles appearing in 
Mainstream are those of the 
writer / author, and do not 
necessarily represent the 
opinions or view of Mission 
Peak Fly Angler’s or its 
official representatives. 
Permission is granted for parts 
of this newsletter to be 
reproduced. Credit should be 
given to the authors and 
Mission Peak Fly Anglers. 

E-mail address list 

The club is compiling an e-
mail address list for the use of 
club members. If you want 
your address included, make 
changes, or wish to have a 
copy of the list, send an e-
mail to Dean Lewis.

Notice
The Newsletter will be coming 
out on the 15th of each month. 
Send your articles or 
information to the editor by the 
12th of each month.

MPFA Web Site

April 2018 Program

Fishing the high Sierra

Veterans First Fly Fishing Schedule

April:
4/16/18                  Stockton Elks Lodge – 10:00 AM to Noon

4/18/18                Palo Alto Spinal Cord Injury (Bldg #7) 1:00 
–  2:30  PM

4/18/18                Menlo Park 1st Step. 3:00 - 5:00 PM

4/19/18                Fremont Elks Lodge 10:00 AM to Noon

May:

5/2/18                  Palo Alto Spinal Cord Injury (Bldg #7) 1:00 
–  2:30  PM

5/2/18                  Menlo Park 1st Step. 3:00 - 5:00 PM

5/3/18                Fremont Elks Lodge 10:00 AM to Noon

5/14/18                  Stockton Elks Lodge – 10:00 AM to Noon

5/16/18                Palo Alto Spinal Cord Injury (Bldg #7) 1:00 
–  2:30  PM

5/16/18                Menlo Park 1st Step. 3:00 - 5:00 PM

5/17/18                Fremont Elks Lodge 10:00 AM to Noon

Contact Ken Brunskill to verify dates 
and times.

http://www.missionpeakflyanglers.org


President Message

None Submitted for publication



Mission Peak Fly Anglers Board Meeting – April 4, 2018

President Gene Kaczmarek brought the meeting 
to order at 6:35 pm.

Board members and others present were Gene 
Kaczmarek, Dean Lewis, George Bouvoin, Jan 
Van Zandt, Chuck Oden, Paul Tavres, Alan 
Mapes, Dave Heyes, Don Jower, Ed Huff, Larry 
Dennis, Mitch Matsumoto, Kaye Heyes and Ray 
Gaither.

Old Business:

Alan Mapes will be in charge of coordinating 
with Northern California fly fishing clubs, a 
program being instigated by fly fishing guide 
Lance Gray.

Niles fishing club: nothing new to report.

Annual report for By Laws is due in June; 
basically a synopsis of what activities and 
programs the club has been involved in during 
the past year. This report is supposed to be done 
yearly but apparently has never been done. Paul 
Tavres made a motion to remove the annual 
report requirement, which was seconded by 
George Bouvoin.  The club will vote on this 
measure at the Club meeting in April.

The club will participate in “Fishing in the Park” 

at Lake Elizabeth on April 18th.  The club will 
have a booth to enlighten local folks about the 
benefits of joining our fly fishing club. Seven 
club members have signed up to volunteer which 
will include answering questions, and with 
assisting the kids and their parents in catching 
trout. Gene has the list of volunteers.

New Business:

Dean Lewis, the Club Treasurer reports that the 
Club Roster has been finalized and will be sent 
out to the Board of Directors and Officers today.

The November Club meeting will fall on the day 
before Thanksgiving.  A motion was made by 
Paul Tavres, seconded by Jan Van Zandt to move 

the November Club meeting to the 1st 

Wednesday of the month, November 7th at the 
regular time, after the Board of Directors 
meeting.  The fly tying meeting for November is 
in limbo for now. The vote for moving the 
November meeting to November 7th was 
unanimous.

“T” Medina does not wish to continue being a 
Board Member due to other priorities.  We will 
need to nominate and elect another Board 
Member to replace “T”.

An Awareness Fair will be held on Thursday, 

April 19th from 11:00am to 2:00pm at the Palo 
Alto VA Hospital, 3801 Miranda Avenue, Palo 
Alto. Exhibits will be located on the front lawn 
of Building 100 and between Building 7 & 
MB-1.   

Bay Area Youth Fly Fishers: Launch Event, 

Saturday May 19th, 2018    9:00am to 3:30 pm
Anglers Lodge and Casting Pools, Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, CA
Kids will learn about fly casting, knots & 
rigging, fish food, fly tying, and Conservation.
A BBQ luncheon with drinks will be provided.

Dean has a bill for payment of $166 for a Post 
Office Box for 12 months. Voted to pay bill.
Also, there is a bill for liability insurance for one 
year.  The club voted to pay the bill, up to $500.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm.  Jan made the 
motion and Chuck seconded.

Submitted by David Heyes, Secretary



Veterans First Fly Fishing

Who would like to join us and be part of 
helping our veterans through this 

worthwhile program?

What you might ask is involved? It can be 
as little as a group of us going out to 
Livermore and and/or Menlo Park once a 
month to teach fly casting and fly tying to 
our wounded veterans. It could go as far 
as accompanying a group of veterans on a 
fishing trip to be their 'gillie' and personal 
assistant on that trip.
I have made the initial contact at Livermore 
VA Nursing unit and there seems to be an 
interest, but I cannot do it alone.

I'd bet we can get funding help from the FFF, 
NCCFFF, the Elks Lodge, Kiwanis, VFW, 
and other service organizations, all we 
need to do is give a little of our own time to 
those who have given so much for us. If 
interested please contact me. Thanks. 

Ken Brunskill 

NOTE FROM TREASURER, Dean Lewis 

Mission Peak Fly Angler’s patches and pins are 
available from Stephen at a nominal price. New 
members should have received either a pin or a 
patch when they joined; if not, call Dean Lewis.
 

BUDDING FLY FISHING WRITERS

Here is your chance to gain some 
experience writing about your fabulous 
fly fishing trips to places near and far. 
The club newsletter is seriously lacking 
in members written and photographic 
accounts of our fishouts. Of course, you 
may not think a trip to Putah Creek is 
worthy of such notoriety, but remember, 
many members have never been there 
and would welcome a description of how 
your fishout went.   And, as for a trip to 
interesting locations, a story of your 
adventure would be most appreciated. 
Send articles to the editor.

Steve Schramm spotted this information and passed it on to me.  I am including it in the 
Newsletter for those who may be interested in reading this document.

A legal guide to the public's rights to access and use California's navigable waters

Ray

http://www.slc.ca.gov/About/Reports/2017-PublicAccessGuide.pdf
http://www.slc.ca.gov/About/Reports/2017-PublicAccessGuide.pdf
http://www.slc.ca.gov/About/Reports/2017-PublicAccessGuide.pdf
http://www.slc.ca.gov/About/Reports/2017-PublicAccessGuide.pdf


May 2 - Mitch Matsumoto

June 6 - Gene Kaczmarek

July 4 - No tying this month

August 1 - Steve Potter

 

Fly Tying 2018 



Monthly Programs

April Program

April’s	Speaker	is	going	to	be	Tony	Bellaver,	the	topic	is	‘3	Fly	Fishing	des=na=ons	in	the	
high	Sierra.’	I’ve	asked	for	a	photo	to	accompany	the	announcement	in	the	newsleDer.
	

Date               Speaker                              Program Title

April 2018 Tony Bellaver Fishing the high Sierra



MISSION PEAK FLY ANGLERS' FISHOUT LIST 
 by Mitch Matsumoto

Let’s	go	FISHING
Your	Help	is	need	to	create	a	Fishout	Calendar	for	2017.
You	can	help	by	becoming	a	Fishmaster.
What	is	it	a	Fishmaster	does,	you	ask?			Wellllllllll;

• • Pick	a	place	that	you	have	fished	before
• • Pick	a	date
• • Invite	the	club	members	with	a	short	paragraph	in	the	newsleDer
• • You	will	need	to	let	the	club	know	where	to	meet
• • What	flies	work	best
• • What	rod,	line	and	leader	they	need
• • Accommoda=ons	if	needed

That’s	it,	that’s	all	you	need	to	become	a	Fishmaster.
To	help	you	come	up	with	some	loca=ons	I	have	provided	a	past	Fishout	calendar									 Updated	2/14/18



Outstanding Videos

**** Video Library*****

MPFA Maintains a 200+ library for the benefit of its members and we need the help of every 
member to keep it available to the entire membership.
We ask that you check out a video (Honor System) and return it within 2-3 months.  After 
the 2nd month, the librarian will send the borrower an e-mail or note reminding them that 
there is a video(s) checked out in their name.
After the 3rd month, the librarian and/or the secretary will send a note asking for the video 
or $40 to cover the purchase of it’s replacement.  Thanks.

Your Video Librarian,
                    Bill Mattson 

None Submitted



Fly of the Month

In  March 2018,  Ed Huff demonstrated tying an AP Emerger Fly. 

AP Emergy Fly video

https://youtu.be/9jQAD7F0GoI
https://youtu.be/XLRuJLhPzgI


CONSERVATION News for April 2018

by	Larry	Dennis

$6.2 Million in Grants for Alameda Creek Fish Ladders
	
Today	the	state	Wildlife	Conserva=on	Board	awarded	$5.4	million	in	grant	funding	for	the	
Alameda	Creek	Fish	Passage	Project	in	lower	Alameda	Creek.		The	California	Coastal	Conservancy	
also	approved	an	addi=onal	$825,000	in	grant	funding	today	for	the	project.	The	grants	will	help	
fund	the	long-awaited	construc=on	of	fish	ladders	past	two	rubber	dams	and	the	BART	weir	in	
the	Alameda	Creek	flood	control	channel.	The	lower	Alameda	Creek	fish	ladders	construc=on	
will	begin	this	spring!
	
The	funding	will	go	to	the	Alameda	County	Water	District	for	the	coopera=ve	fish	passage	
project	with	the	Alameda	County	Flood	Control	District,	California	Natural	Resources	Agency,	
State	Coastal	Conservancy,	and	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Reclama=on.	The	project	includes	modifying	
flow	releases	in	Alameda	Creek	to	aid	steelhead	migra=on,	and	construc=on	of	two	fish	ladders	
around	exis=ng	fish	passage	barriers	to	provide	steelhead	and	salmon	access	to	spawning	
habitat	upstream.
	
The	Alameda	County	Water	District	will	begin	groundbreaking	soon	on	the	fish	ladder	at	the	
upper	inflatable	rubber	dam,	with	installa=on	of	diversion	pipes	in	April	and	May.	The	upper	
rubber	dam	fish	ladder	will	be	completed	by	the	end	of	this	year.	Construc=on	will	begin	on	the	
final	fish	ladder	at	the	BART	weir	and	middle	rubber	dam	next	year,	in	2019.
	
See	the	ACWD	Current	Fish	Passage	Projects	web	page:http://www.acwd.org/index.aspx?NID=456
	
	
Chinook Salmon in the Guadalupe River
	
The	South	Bay	Clean	Creeks	Coali=on	has	some	cool	videos	of	chinook	salmon	in	the	Guadalupe	
River	in	the	South	Bay,	including	a	video	from	mid-February	that	captured	young	emerging		fry.
	
See	the	videos	on	their	Facebook	page:	South Bay Clean Creeks Coalition	
Or	their	website:	South Bay Clean Creeks Coalition	

 

Weekly updates from RESTORE THE DELTA 
4-5-18
 
What the bullet train boondoggle can tell us about the delta tunnels - The Orange 
County Register 
“If the bullet train is any guide to projecting public works spending, it will cost a lot more. In 
the Assembly hearing on Monday, California High-Speed Rail Authority CEO Brian Kelly told 
lawmakers he has only about a third of the estimated $77 billion needed to finish the project, 
which the draft business plan says could end up as high as $98 billion.
“And where will the money come from? A representative from the Legislative Analyst’s Office 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamedaCreekAlliance/e0ee0177a4/c5df4b2aff/01454c3994/u=http://www.acwd.org/index.aspx?NID=456&h=ATNF6ryEE5kHC57doijLdk5Hk7BEFwwfge4S8YY0WpTGKVKyLjYMXYWU1pVWlam733xsnlIFY5vzPVLgEE3vgXMafa6FrqQzEgU1NTEHHf40qoB7pNFYqe4TXUhWTxSNdd6DDZ5rsfTA03MQSgZT%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamedaCreekAlliance/e0ee0177a4/c5df4b2aff/15ee9b4cdb%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AlamedaCreekAlliance/e0ee0177a4/c5df4b2aff/8bc617e0fa%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://restorethedelta.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06887fa70084fef8e939fef63&id=37abf19844&e=a2ae3b67b3%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


told  lawmakers that ‘a complete and viable funding plan does not exist.’
“We’d better keep the tunnel far away from the bullet train. The last thing we need is an 
unexpected litter of boondoggles.”

Water agency won't finance Brown's $17B tunnels - E&E News 
“Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla of the nonprofit Restore the Delta said her group was ‘not 
surprised’ by Metropolitan's announcement.
"‘After eleven years, and over a quarter of a billion dollars, the project description, 
operational details, and cost analysis are still sorely lacking,’ she said in a statement. 
‘This isn't simply about the people of the delta being opposed to the plan. It's about the 
state, and its sponsor [Metropolitan], failing to make an honest and accurate case for 
any tunnels that shows real benefits for Californians.’"
 
Los Angeles Threatens Delta Tunnels Project - Water Online 
“Los Angeles is taking a firm position on the proposed Delta tunnels project: If city 
residents must pay more than their fair share, the city will oppose the deal.
“The city council moved in March to ‘officially oppose staged construction of a proposed 
multibillion-dollar water-delivery tunnel project if it would result in greater costs or a 
greater portion of the financial burden for Los Angeles ratepayers,’ The Los Angeles 
Daily News reported.”

The Sierra Nevada snowpack will be 64% smaller by the end of this century. We need to 
prepare now - LA TImes
“A sensible first step would be for California to undertake a comprehensive assessment 
of our current water infrastructure's vulnerabilities to climate change. The state should 
also do cost-benefit and environmental-impact analyses for all possible options for 
replacing the storage capacity of the Sierra snowpack. We are doubtful that building new 
dams or raising the height of existing ones would make sense, for instance. Dams are 
expensive and cause environmental damage. It's unclear that the storage gained would 
justify the costs.
 
“Increasing groundwater storage is a more promising option. One idea is to divert Sierra 
storm water to open fields, where it can seep into groundwater aquifers. This would 
present many challenges, including potential issues around water rights, but 
underground storage could ultimately hold more water than new surface reservoirs.
 

https://restorethedelta.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06887fa70084fef8e939fef63&id=76d5554d9f&e=a2ae3b67b3%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://restorethedelta.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06887fa70084fef8e939fef63&id=ede8d60233&e=a2ae3b67b3%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://restorethedelta.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06887fa70084fef8e939fef63&id=652140cf15&e=a2ae3b67b3%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://restorethedelta.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06887fa70084fef8e939fef63&id=42261812c2&e=a2ae3b67b3%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://restorethedelta.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06887fa70084fef8e939fef63&id=42261812c2&e=a2ae3b67b3%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


CDFW NEWS FOR April 2018 
By	Larry	Dennis

For	complete	ar=cles	go	to:	www.wildlife.ca.gov/News

Anglers Urged to Return Overdue 2017 Sturgeon Fishing Report Cards

Posted: 15 Mar 2018 08:52 AM PDT

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is reminding sturgeon anglers to 
return their 2017 Sturgeon Fishing Report Cards as required by law. Although the deadline 
to report their catch was Jan. 31, 2018, so far about 13,754 – or 31 percent – of the 44,374 
report cards have been returned. Sport fishing regulations require that all sturgeon anglers 
return their report cards, even those who did not encounter sturgeon and who did not fish 
for white sturgeon.

April Recreational Ocean Salmon Fishery Curtailed on Much of the 
California Coast

Posted: 16 Mar 2018 03:33 PM PDT

California’s recreational salmon fishery will open in ocean waters on Saturday, April 7 from Pigeon Point (37° 
11’ 00” N. latitude) south to the U.S./Mexico border. The recreational salmon fishery will remain closed in all 
other areas off California during the month of April.

At its meeting this week in Rohnert Park, Calif., the Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) made the 
decision to open only a limited section of the California coast on April 7. California’s recent drought 
combined with poor ocean conditions has resulted in three consecutive years of low abundance for 
Sacramento River fall Chinook and Klamath River fall Chinook, pushing both into “overfished” status.

CDFW Invites Public Input on Development of State Coastal Marine 
Aquaculture Program

Posted: 28 Mar 2018 11:28 AM PDT

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is seeking public input for a Marine Aquaculture 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) that is in preparation and scheduled for completion this 
year.

The completed PEIR will outline a framework for managing the proposed State Coastal Marine Aquaculture 
Program, which would oversee the culturing of shellfish, algae and finfish on state water bottom leases 
issued by the California Fish and Game Commission.

Opening of Commercial Rock Crab Fishery Extended to Sonoma/
Mendocino County Line

Posted: 29 Mar 2018 04:52 PM PDT

Following the recommendation of state health agencies, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) announced today that it has extended the area open to commercial rock crab fishing from the 
Sonoma/Mendocino County line (38° 46.1′ N. Lat., near Gualala, Mendocino County) south to the California/
Mexico border.

Thousands of Steelhead Released into Oroville Afterbay This Week
 

http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/News
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/15/anglers-urged-to-return-overdue-2017-sturgeon-fishing-report-cards/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/16/april-recreational-ocean-salmon-fishery-curtailed-on-much-of-the-california-coast/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/16/april-recreational-ocean-salmon-fishery-curtailed-on-much-of-the-california-coast/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/cdfw-invites-public-input-on-development-of-state-coastal-marine-aquaculture-program/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/cdfw-invites-public-input-on-development-of-state-coastal-marine-aquaculture-program/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/29/opening-of-commercial-rock-crab-fishery-extended-to-sonoma-mendocino-county-line/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/03/29/opening-of-commercial-rock-crab-fishery-extended-to-sonoma-mendocino-county-line/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=155748&inline%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/04/02/thousands-of-steelhead-released-into-oroville-afterbay-this-week/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Posted: 02 Apr 2018 01:43 PM PDT
During the first week of April, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Feather River Hatchery will stock 51,800 yearling steelhead into the Thermalito Afterbay 
near Oroville.  This is the second juvenile steelhead release of the year and brings the 
total number of steelhead stocked in the Afterbay this season to 234,000.

The practice of stocking the Afterbay with steelhead that are in excess of the Feather 
River allotment of 400,000 fish started in 2006 and has been very successful when the 
fish are available.

North Coast Red Abalone Fishery Closed for 2018

Posted: 02 Apr 2018 01:25 PM PDT
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) reminds anglers that the north 
coast red abalone fishery will be closed in 2018. In December 2017, the Fish and Game 
Commission voted to close the 2018 season. The closure is the result of extreme 
environmental conditions, including a widespread collapse of northern California kelp 
forests (https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/2016/03/30/perfect-storm-decimates-
kelp/).

CDFW Wildlife Officers Arrest Three for Poaching Succulents in Humboldt 
County

Posted: 06 Apr 2018 02:22 PM PDT
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) officers have made another arrest 
this week in their ongoing battle against a rising poaching trend on the north coast of 
northern California with international connections.

CDFW arrested Taehun Kim, 52, and Taeyun Kim, 46, both of Korea, and Liu Fengxia, 
37, of China for poaching over 2,300 Dudleya succulent plants near Trinidad in 
Humboldt County. Charges include illegal take of the plants and felony conspiracy, 
among others.

Poachers profit financially from the illegal take of Dudleya by stripping plants from sea 
cliffs and shipping them overseas to other countries, including Korea, China and Japan, 
where they are prized by some for decorative purposes. On April 4, wildlife officers 
intercepted and seized 1,334 of the plants in boxes on their way to be shipped overseas. 
An additional 1,000 Dudleya were found in the suspects’ hotel room during the service of 
the search warrant. The overseas market value of the plants is between $40 to $50 per 
plant, resulting in a conservative value estimate of over $90,000.

 

http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/04/02/north-coast-red-abalone-fishery-closed-for-2018/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/2016/03/30/perfect-storm-decimates-kelp/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/2016/03/30/perfect-storm-decimates-kelp/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/04/06/cdfw-wildlife-officers-arrest-three-for-poaching-succulents-in-humboldt-county/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2018/04/06/cdfw-wildlife-officers-arrest-three-for-poaching-succulents-in-humboldt-county/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank








FISHING STORIES FROM BAHA, MEXICO

SUBMITTED BY CRAIG GITTINGS

Vic and Mike McPherson always had that excited look and rapid speech whenever they 
spoke of Baja fishing. Their intoxicating stories were both intimidating and intriguing until 
recently. You can add Steve Foti and myself to that excitable crowd of salt guys in the club. 
Getting there is half of the adventure. A three and a half hour shuttle north from Cabo de San 
Jose Airport awaited us upon our arrival of which at least half appeared to be on a heavily 
washboard dirt road through 20 foot high Cardon cactus and ironwood trees. We arrive at Las 
Arenas Resort and are greeted by Ken Hanley and Jay Murakoshi in plenty of time for a 
preliminary meeting and dinner. We settled into our room and were reminded not to dual rod 
tips with room ceiling fans prior to rigging up for the next day’s fishing. Vic, apparently 
misunderstood the instructions/warning.

No TV, phone, clock radio, in room frig/microwave or conditioning- add to that 
no skidoos, para sails or persistent vendors on the beach either. Other than the hotel, pangas 
on the beach and a lighthouse off in the distance, this was truly a desert wilderness setting 
along the edge of the Sea of Cortez. Ken Hanley was right on the mark; if you didn’t bring 
it, it doesn’t exist. Our wakeup service consisted of drill instructor, Jay Murakoshi, rapping 
on the door and yelling, “It’s 5 AM!! !” We drag ourselves out of bed and meet others in 
our group at a leisurely breakfast to discuss options-today’s target is Skipjack. A short 
walk down to the pangas to meet Loreto, our assigned Pangero, and we are off. Yep, looked 
like they ditched us on our very first day of fishing- we realize later that last one out to the 
fishing grounds doesn’t have to locate the school of skip jacks. The sun has finally broken the 
horizon as we arrive at the skip jack area to find the other boats with bent 12 wt rods at 90 
degrees and 1/4 of the rod under water. Steve Foti, and I cast out our leadcore heads and let 
the fly sink. A few long, quick strips and “The Grab” (nothing subtle here). The initial run 
immediately takes the all the slack line off the deck and straight to the reel’s drag as the 
Skippy tears off away from the boat at lightning speed (hey this ain’t bad). Then you 
realize that the fish has taken immediate control as the Skippy sounds to depths unknown 
and all that can done is hold on and hope he doesn’t spool. I thought the cork drag was set 
fairly tight, but I really lock it down now. The line feeds out to the fish anyway. The wait 
begins for either the fly fisher or the fish to tire. While the waiting game endures, I look 
down into the dark depths of the Sea of Cortez in the early morning light and take notice of 
what appears to be neon blue iridescent eyes looking up at us (determined later they were 
jellyfish). Glancing around at the other boats in the area, it is apparent that everyone is 
encountering the same dilemma with seriously bent rods. Minutes go by before the fish 
finally loses ground to my reel and the five-pound skipjack is brought to hand.

Soon giant (three and a half foot long) needle fish appear and engage in the game. 
As Steve grabs the needlefish close to the gill plate and tail for a photo, Loreto reminds us 
with caution of the fish’s nine to ten inch beak like mouth lined with razor sharp teeth. His 
concerns echo with great emphasis, “Many teeth, many teeth, many teeth”.
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I switch from sinking baitfish patterns to poppers on the skipjack as they are now 
breaking the surface. The reward is the fantastic top-water action before they sound. We fish 
the skip jack bite until everyone else leaves and the bite finally diminishes. Loreto runs us 
over to a beach off Isla Cerralvo where rooster fish and sierra mackerel are known to 
feed. We actually stalk these speedsters of the sandy shallows in unbelievable water clarity. 
Loreto only has to say, “Rooster, rooster” to direct our attention when he sees the fish 
breaking the surface nearby. Monsters of the deep cruise in a flash right by our boat and are 
gone as soon as they arrive- truly amazing fish. We wait a few minutes and they return with 
their ominous sweeping motions below the surface. We cast to them, but nada.

We head back toward the hotel. Along the way there is yet another flats area to be hit 
for yet more roosters. The winds have picked up slightly now so we use it to drift along the 
shallows of the coastline and cast to the roosters and other targeted fish. As the last fish of 
the day, a rooster, takes the fly less than 15 feet away, I’m thinking, no way is this fish 
going to grab the fly so close to the boat. I add a couple half-hearted strips and realize I was 
wrong. It runs with a steady pull as if it was not aware of the hook set, unlike the skipjack. 
This is all visual, too. Completely exhausted from my first experience of a truly 
astonishing day, we return to the hotel to hydrate with Senor Vic  McPherson, who is still 
not certain if we are enjoying this. He asks the neophyte salt guys, “Well, what did you think 
about those skipjacks?” Vic, we are ruined for life. Overall, it was a great trip, fantastic 
experience and I’m ready to do it again.



Mission Peak Fly Anglers receives much needed assistance from the 
following sponsors. Please consider them and let them know by 
thanking them when you do patronize them for their services and 

Jerry Reynolds (Broker/Productivity Coach)
Keller Williams Realty
KW BenchMark Properties
39465 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite 1500
Fremont, CA 94538
Cell: (510) 456-5926      Office: (510) 796-7900
JerryR19@me.com

Lance Gray & Company
PO Box 962
1079 Northgate Drive
Willows, CA 95988
ph: 530-517-2204
lancegrayandcompany@yahoo.com

 Excellent Adventures                Al Smatsky
 619 W. Pine St.
 Lodi, CA                                   (209) 368-9261
 www.excellentadventure.org

Car, RV & Boat Batteries
Jime Ramos, Reginal Sales Manager
3496 Arden Rd.
Hayward, CA 94545
(510) 259-1150 
jimr@powerstridebattery.com

Anthony Carruesco, Guide Service, Sacramento River
519 Mission De Oro
Redding, CA 96003
(209) 609-2346 
info@acflyfishing.com

Barnes and Noble
5604 Bay Street
Emeryville, CA 94608
(510) 547-0905
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mailto:info@acflyfishing.com
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Eastaboga Tackle Manufacturing Company, Inc.
The Original BogaGrip
Tel: 256-831-9682
Fax: 256-835-2524
www.eastabogatackle.com

Frank Amato Publications, Inc.
PO Box 82112
Portland, OR 97282
Toll Free 1-800-541-9498 / (503) 653-8108
Fax: (503) 653-2766
CustomerService@AmatoBooks.com

The Hook & Hackle Company
607 Ann Street Rear
Homestead, PA 15120
Phone: 800-552-8342
ron@hookhack.com

Hornblower Cruises
San Francisco Bay Dining Cruises
Pier 3 on The Embarcadero
San Francisco, CA 94111
Main: (415) 438-8866   Sales: (415) 438-8300
sf@hornblower.com

Jade Halterman
Skips Originals, Fly Fishing Products
PO Box 6388
Navajo Dam, NM 87419
(505) 632-0329
spinfly1@hughes.net

Loon Outdoors
Fly Fishing Packs & Supplies
PO Box 3517
Ashland, OR 97520
(800) 580-3811
service@loonoutdoors.com

http://www.eastabogatackle.com/
mailto:customerservice@amatobooks.com
mailto:ron@hookhack.com
mailto:sf@hornblower.com
mailto:spinfly1@hughes.net
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Mageyes, Inc.
PO Box 293010
Kerrville, TX 78029-3010
1-800-210-6662
sales@mageyes.com

Fly Lince Cleaning Equipment
info@omnispool.com
www.omnispool.com

Big Sky Inflatables
AKA: Water Master
Contact: Rick Stuber
www.bigskyinflatables.com
(800) 239-7238

                Fly Rods
St. Croix of Park Falls, Ltd
856 4th Avenue North
PO Box 279
Park Falls, WI 54552
(715) 762-3226 /  (800) 826-7042
www.stcroixrods.com

The Fly Shop
4140 Churn Creek Road
Redding, CA 96002
(800) 669-3474

Threads & Fly Tying

mailto:sales@mageyes.com
mailto:info@omnispool.com
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California Fly Shop            
1125 Industrial Rd., Suite H
San Carlos, CA 94070              Tel:  (650) 508-0727

                 Fax:  (650) 508-0198                                                             
info@californiaflyshop.com                                                             
www.californiaflyshop.com

Hook’em Hecky’s Guide Service        Greg Hector
Fly Fishing Guide Service
Redding, CA                         (530) 515-5918
http://hookemheckys.com
 hookemhecky@charter.net 
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